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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
pm., and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By Mr, Speaker: Public Acconnts for
the year ended 30th June, 1915, together
with Part 1 of the Auditor General’s re-
port thereon.

By the Hooorary Minister: 1, Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, report for year
ended 30th June, 1915. 2, South Perth
Terries, return (ordered on motion by
the member for Canning),

By the Minister for Works: Amend-
ment of hy-law No. 3 (general {raffic)
and No. 20 (fax on motor vehieles) ad-
opted by the Perth Municipakty.

QUESTION — INSURANCES ON
" CROPS.

Mr. WILLMOTT asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, Is it a fact that certain
Government insurances on erop  and
slacks have Dbeen placed with an insur-
anee company ¢ 2, If so, which com-
pany. 3, Was this done without giving
olher insarance companies a chance {o
quote? 4, What commission, or discount,
if any, 15 being allowed to the Govern-
meni ? :

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, The Western Austra-
lian Tnsurance Company, Limited. 3, No.
4, The discount allowed is considered
satisfactory.

QUESTION — CHAFF, PRICE
CHARGED BY INDUSTRIES
ASSISTANCE ROARD.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Minister for

Agricultnre: 1, Ts he aware that farm-
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ers who have purchased chaff from their
neighbours at £6 10s. per ton are heing
charged by the Industries Assistance
Roard £10 10s. for same chaff? 2, 1f
so, what sleps will be taken to remedy
this injuslice.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, Yes. 2, There is no
injustice to assisted setilers as a whole.
The price has been fixed by the Indus-
tries Assistance Board under the powers
given it in the Aet. Chaff purchases were
made over a period when prices fluctu-
aled from £5 io £14 per fon, and it was
considered equilable io average the prices
and eharge a flat rale. It is expecled
that the farmers will aceept the decision
in a national spirif,

MOTION —RECLASSIFICATION
BOARDS' REPORTS.
On motion by Mr, E. B, JOHNSTON,
ordered: That the reports of the Reclas-
sification of Lands Boards, dated 2nd

July, 1914, and 28th April, 1914, be
printed.
QUESTION — GAOL  PRISONERS

AND THEIR TREATMENT.

Hon, FRANK WILSON (without no-
tice) asked: Has the Honorary Minister
vet received the reports from Kalgoorlie
in connection with the ireatment of the
prisoner George Hughes?

The HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
R. H. Underwood): The papers were to
have been here this afterncon. I expect
them durng the afternoon and as soon
as they arrive I will lay them on the
Table of the House.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.
Council’s Amendments,

Scheduale of two amendments made by
the Legistative Council now considered.

In Commitlee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Minister
for Langds in charge of the Bill,
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No. 1. Add to the schedule:—Under
the theading “In the City of Perth”
“That portion of the way from Kose.
sireet lo Leake-street (formerly John-
street), North Perth, abatting on lois 19,
20, snd 21 of Swan Location 653, as de-
lineated on plan deposited in the Depart-
ment of Land Titles No. 2422";

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
first amendment is a proposal to close a
right of way in a part of North Perth.
So far as T know, represeniations were
made by the Chureh of England aunthori-
ties—I am speaking from mmemeory—who
suggested that a right of way belween
iwo blocks should be closed, and I ihink

"they slated they wanted this closed he-
cause they were building on both bloeks,
and there was no need for the right-of-
way, seeing that they held both blocks.
They made representaiions lo me after
the Bill had been printed, and after going
into the matter in the limited time T had
al my disposal, T thonght we might do an
injustice to the other pecople owning
blocks on the same right-of-way if we
closed if. T bad not time to thoroughly
invesligzale the matter, and I was under
the impression that it eould stand over
peanding further inguiry. I am not in a
position to know exactly what argumenis
were pui up when the matter was intro-
duced in another place, but it appears to
me that representalions were made lo
some member in.another place who has
put the amendment in as it was proposed
to the Government.  Consequently, the
Government think it is a matter on which
there should be more inquiry before the
richt-of-way is eclosed. We onght to he
careful in elosing roads or rights-of-way
that we do no injustice to anyone. Under
these eircumstances, I suggest that the
amendment shoufd not be made so that
the Government might make investiga-
tions. I move—

That the amendment be nol agreed
to.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Messave
from the Legislative Council is dated 1S8th
November, five days ago. It seems to me
that the Minister has had time to look into
the matter and come to a eonclusion. I
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have no knowledge of the right-of-way.
e faet remains that the Legisiaiive
Counctl passed this amendment, and no
doubt a good case was put up there.

The Premier: There can not be much
imporlance in it from the church point of
view, because it is at the baek of a bloek
which already has a froniage to two
sireels.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Who will
have the right of way if it is closed? The _
Minister has known all aboul it and he
could have found cut. I suppose lis eol-
league in another place knows all about
it. T think the Minister had hetter ad-
journ it and get the information.

The Minister for Tands: We eould
bring in another Bill,

IHon, FRANK WILSON: That would
mean adjourning lhe matter, possibly for
six or eight months, and if a building has
to be erected on the two blocks they might
want to utilise the right-of-way. The
Colonial Seeretary inirodueced the amend-
ment in another place.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY : The question
of elosing voads and rights-of-way is es-
sentially one for local authorities, The
owners of Dblocks on a deposited plan
have the same rights in regard to a right-
of-way as to a street, which cannot be
closed without the cousent of every owner
of land on sueh plan. We do not know
what injustice might be done if we agrec
to the amendment, The Minister should
ascertain from the loeal authority whether
there is anv objection to the proposal,

The PREMIER: The sucgesiion of
the member for Perth would be accept-
ahle if the {ime would permit. but by {he
time we wroie to the city council and they
held a meeting, iransmitted it to a sub-
committee, 2ot back a report and sent us
a reply, it would be in time for a Bill
next session. This application was made
to the Minisler for T.ands just prior to him
leaving for the FEastern Siates and the
Bill had already been introduced. On Lhe
particulars supplied, we were not pre-
rared to inelude this right-of-way in the
Bill becanse we could not see anv ad-
vantage to the owners of the church land,
and there was a possibility of it proving
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a disadvantage to the owners of other
blocks. :

Mr. Taylor: Who would own the land if
the right-of-way were closed?

The PREMIER: It
Crown land. This matter was merely
diseussed  informally and, apparently
without any decision heing recorded by
the Minister, the department have taken
it that the amendment was to be made.
Those owners in the immediate viemnily
should have an opportunity of expressing
their opinions and, if there is no ohjee-
lion by such owners or by the loeal an-
thority, we shall have no lhesitation in
bringing in a Bill next session, To avoid
the possibility of injury being done, we
should not agree to the amendment.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I agree ihat
it would be better to reject the amend-
ment than do an injustice to anyone, but
[ cannot understand the position of the
Government. It must be close on two
months since the Minister for Lands went
to the Eastern States, and surely someone
was left behind to adwinister the depart-
ment in his absence. Whoever acted for
him evidently consented to this amend-
ment going to the Colonial Secretary to
be made in another place. If not, there
mnst be serious neeleet m the adminis-
tration of the depariment. Tt is the dnty
of the department to consult all concerned
before sueh an amendment is introdnced
on behalf of the Government.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: T now
find that the Colonial Secretary explained
the matter when moving the second read-
ing of the Bill in another place. He stated
that the city eounecil had been consulted
and approved of the right-of-way being
closed. Evidently approval was given
after I left for Melbourne. In the cir-
cumstanees there ean be no objection to it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are there any
other private owners who have a right to
use the right-of-way and who may be in-
jured?

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: The
city council wounld not be likely to ap-
prove of it if an injustice wounld he done.
I ask leave to withdraw my motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

would become
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1

move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. GEORGE: The mere fact that the
cily council have agreed is not sufficient.
We should be assured that ofher people
affected have consented to the closing of
this right-of-way.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: We should not

pass legislation in  this way, but
should have definite information that
we are doing the proper thing in

agreeing lo the closing of this right-of-
way. 1f is regretfable that the Govern-
ment do business in this loose fashion.

Mr, ROBINSON: I am in favour of
sinall coneerns of this sort being dealt
with by the local authority. For many
years this has been doue, but the Com-
missioner of Tiiles recently raised the
point that unless every man who owns a
block on a plan consents lo the closing
of a right-of-way, he can no longer agree
lo close it without Parliamentary autho-
rily, becanse some litlle legal liability
might” be ineurrved by the board. MMany
of these right-of-ways are used for the
convenmience of two or three blocks but,
being on a plan wilh a thousand ofher
blocks, the man at the far end, who per-
haps has nol heard of the right.of-way,
has to be consulfed. Matters of this sort
are well left to the local authority, and
if the local authority is satisfied—and
the local authority i this instance is the
Perth City Council—I am willing fo
leave it to that body.

Question passed; the Couneil’s amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 2. The Schedule—Add the fol-
lowing :—Under the heading “In the
Municipalily of Fremantle,”” That por-
lion of MHigh-street starting from the
South-West corner of Fremantle Lot 1,
and bounded thence by lines extending
249deg. 50min. 1 chain 23 7/10 links;
thenee 165der. 1lmin, 55 9/10 links;
thence 69deg. H55min. 1 ehain 29 1/10
links; and thenee 339deg. 44min. 55 9/10
links to the siarting point”:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Last
session we passed a Bill handing over a
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certain strip of land to the Commissioner
for Railways. The Fremantle munici-
pality proicsted upless there was u righi-
of-way to the wharf; that righi-of-way
was made, but the aligninent is not in the
Bill as passed, and it is to put that right
that this amendment has bheen made. 1
move—
That the amendment be agreed fo.

Question passed; the Council’s amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

BILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS
{WAR).
First Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker—ICanowna) : I move for leave
to introduce a Bill to refer certain mat-
ters to the Parliament of the Common-
wealth for the duration of the present
war and for a period of twelve months
on the conclusion of peace.

Question passed; Bill introduced and
vead the first time,

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker—Kanowna) [3.35] in moving
the second reading said : The whole
of the matiers contained in the Bill
have already been thrashed out and
discussed again and again; there bave
been two referendums on the ques-
tion. As hon. members know by the Con-
stitulion of the Commonwealth, certain
rowers for legislation are commitied fo
that body and whatsoever 1s not com-
nmilted or embodied in that Constilution
remaing a prerogative of the State Par-
liaments. But the Constitution permits
attempts to smmend the Constitution, and
one of the methods is to take a referen-
dum on any outstanding guestion. Hon.
members are aware that power had been
granted by ihe Commonwealth Parlia-
ment {o take certain referendums and the
wiils were actually issued for the pur-
pose when advaniage was taken of the
Premiers’ mecting in conference in Mel-
bourne and a sort of concession was

2649

agreed to whereby the Premiers at that
conference undertook to submit to their
respective Parbawments a Bill grunting to
the Commonwealth Parliament certain
powers. These powers are mentioned in
the Bill.

Mr. Robinson: Did our representative
fgree to that?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Our
representative agreed to submit a Bili to
Parliawent, that is as far as the agree-
ment goes, and in accordance with that
agreement, [ am submitling lhe Bill this
afternoon.

Mr. George: Did he undertake to sup-
port it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
question was not asked. The ohligafion is
toe allew Parliament to deal with this
matter, and for that reason the Bill is
submitied fhis afternoon. The measure
proposes to relegale to the authority of
thie Commonwealth Parliament matters
relating to trade and commerce; cor-
porations, inecluding the creation, disso-
lution, regulation and control of corpora-
tions; corporations formed under the
law of a State, including their dissolu-
tion, regulation, and control; but not in-
cluding municipal or governmental cor-
horations, or any corporation formed
solely for religious, charitable, scientifie,
or ariistic purposes, and not for the ae-
quisition of gain by the corporation or
its members.

Mr. George: Does this refer to State
enterprises, too?
. The ATTORNEY GENERAL; No; it
refers to foreign eorporations, including
their reguiation and control. Then other
mallers are remitted fto the control of the
Federal Parliament in which that Parlia-
ment will be able to make laws, namely :—
for employment and unemployment;
strikes and lockouts; the maintenance of
industrial peace; the settlement of in-
dustrial dispufes; conciliation and arbi-
tration for the prevenlion and settlement
of industrial disputes in relation to em-
1y lovment in the railway serviee of the
State, And then 1hat Parliament will be
able to deal with trusts, combinations,
and arrangements in relation to the pro-
daction, manufacture or supply of goods
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or the supply of serviees; or the owner-
ship of the means of production, manu-
faclure, or supply of goods, or supply
of services, The carrying on of any in-
dustry will also be in control of the
Commonwealth; also the carrying on of
any buosiness of producing, manufactur-
turing, or suprlying any specified goods,
or of supplying any specified servieces,
which industry or business each Touse of
the Parvliament of ilte Commonwenlth, in
the same sessiofl, lhas by resolution
passed by an absolute majorily of its
members declared to be ithe subject of a
moltopoly; and the aequisition for that
purpose on jusli terms of any property
used in connection with the industry or
business. Provided that this power shail
not apply to any industry or business
connected or carried on by the Govern
ment of a Slate or any public authority
mmstituted under a State. I may say
there is also exempted from the opera-
tion of the Bill the control of affairs or
general management of the railways, al-
thongh matters of employment, indus-
trial disputes arising even on State rail-
ways will be under the supervision of the
Commonwealth law.

Mr. Robinson: Suppose you give them
all these powers, what is left to our
Governmeni ¢

‘the ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
will be a considerable amount left to our
Government. There are powers that hey
have sought to ask the people to grant
them.

Mr, Robinson:; The peoprle have fwice
told them they cannot have them.

The ATTORNEY GENTGRAL: And
mueh more. They asked for certain
rowers af tle last referendums. They
asked for much movre than this. There
has been a sort of agreement lhat these
things can be safely granted to the Com-
monwealth by the respective representa-
tives of the States,

Mr. Robi~son: T thought you said
there was no acreement.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
is no agezment to ado t any particular
rower, but to sahmit this matier to the
House and to obtain lemislative aulhority
to it, Lecause the power granted is not
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perpetual power, not a complete and en-
tire power. The operation of this Bill
15 only up to the time of the conclusion
of peace—during war and twelve months
atterwards, and atter that time—

Mr. Robinson: The deluge.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
measure will have effect for the period
specified in the Bill and not one day
longer.

Mr. Robinsen:
it back agoin.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member is prophesying. I know
the hon. member is clever at many
things, but I do not know that he has
the reputation of a prophet although he
may have some analogy to Jonah. How-
ever I am fulfilling the obligation imposed
on us by the conference in Melbourne
when I move the seccond reading of this
Bill. There iz much to bhe said in
favour of it, and I doubt not that those
who desire to preserve to us the
Legislative powers of the State have
much to say against it. I want members
to view it as a matter of compromise.
Part porformance of the contract has
been mede by the Commonwealth.
Writs were issued for the referendnms.
We can all agres at this period when the
Nation is under a stress such as it has
never known before that it would be
unwise to put the people into party strife
when our energies are necded for the
safug rarding of the Empire. They have
wihdrawn those writs relying on the
good fuith of those who attended the con-
feronco.

Mr. Robinson :
ment ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: They
made no acraeme it as to carrying the
Bill throegh both Houses. -

Mr. Robinson: Who Atiorney General
should not sty ono thing and thon
another.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Lhon. member should not put himse!f
on the levels of those whom he so much
taboos. He is o le.raed and cultured
gontluman and showld sllow the men:bor
who is oa his fos to coaslude his ob-
servations Dbofore the hon. member
speaks.

We shall never see

They made no agree-
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Mr. Robinson: The Attorney General
should not topsv-turvey when on his

fect. The Atior ey Genersl siid no
Bill had been acroed to.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member misr preseats me. 1 did

not say that no Bill h.d been sgrecd to,
bécause this Bill w.s agreed to &s the
Bill to be submitied, but T do not take
it that any Premier wos in a position
to say that this Bill would bo ecorried
through both branches of the Luvis
lature. As a mattor of foct thers is
already an instange of tha meosare
being rejected in one of the State’s
socond chamber.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That Chamber will
be dead iiseli in twelve months.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
perfuctly  jus ifed, in ordor to o.rry
out what has been arraned batweoen the
Commonwealth and the State Preniicrs,
in moving—

That the Bl be now read a scoond
time.

On motion by Hon. Frank Wilson
debate adjourned.

MOTION--LIME DEPOSITS, LANE
CLITTOX.
To Construct Tramway-
Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington)
[3-50]: I move—

That in the opindon of this House
it 18 desirable thet a framway be con-
structed from Waroona to Lake Clifton
without delay in order to make available
the vast lime deposits.

This matter hes besn under consideration
sinco about three years aso, when a
resident of the South-Western dis:rict,
a Mr. Newrhwm, found the deposit.
That deposit has been visited by the
various experts of the Dapertment
of Apgriculture—lMr. Moody, the Fruit
Industries Commissioner, and Mr. Con-
nor, the Agriculturel Commissioner for
the South-West, among others— and they
have given an excellent report onthelimn,
statiny thet it is of such a cherocter
that it can be epplied direct to the
land, and, moreover, that it can be sup.
plied in large quantities at a very low
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figura. The deposit is situsted a distance
ef 12 gr 14 mil 5 froun he Souih-Western
ridlwav, and i~ is d-sircbla that some
mezns of rewching it should be ob-
tebv-d. Unrues do wobly, the ne.di fault
of Western Mus i hond iz s defeioney
of limn. Everv onn of our wxports from
the incplion of the Moricul ural Depart
ment hs pinted his fLith to a heavy
ermlication of linte to &l our soils
Orchirdis‘s  ooplvy  anvthiag from a
ton to o comle of *ons to the awcre if
thar can <ot the lime, and othoer 1roople
would do so if it ware available cheaply.
The €rst irriaion scheme of thic Stato
is beinr es*ablished st Harvey, which
is en orclu.ed district and therefore re-
quira: Lirge quanti i of lino at the
che.negt possible price.  Another limeo
deposit, T unders'and, has been found
at Doncrrrs on the Midland reilway.
While I have no desire to depreciate in
an+ shumoe or form the value atteching
to that deposit, I contend that each
dis rict as fur as possible should enjoy
the adventases beloncine to it. The
Sou*h-Westera settlors requiro lime. and
if thov can obtiin it at a small rei'ae
they should have that advantace and
not be compelled to bring their lime
from Don~arra hundreds of miles away.

Mr. O'Lorhlen: Tt is all & question of
price.

Mr. GEORGE : Exactly. Of course
il tho South-Western acriculturists can
obtain lime cherper from Dongarra
than fron Lake Clifton, it would be a
mntter for consideration. Flowaver, the
differeics in ruilway freizht alone must
bo a congidorable factor in the cost.

Mr. Creen: Has the anah-sis of the.
Like Clifton lime been s .tisl.ctory ?

Mr. GEORGE : The lime is said. to be
there in a very heavy perce .tare, almost
equal to purity, snd in such a form that
it can he readily used for agricultural
purposes <f every description. In fact,
I am told thit the lime when dried—as
it mav Le with very little labour—will
run thr.ugh a drill es ee<ilv as will pre-
rored surerphcsphate. There may of
course Le objectiorns th..t I have not
heard of, but if the geremal cpinon ol a
district is favourable in such a case as this
there must be good grounds for it. The
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Government Geologist, Mr. Woodward,
reported that he lime was soluble in rain
water and e first class fortiliser and ready
to be applied without preparation.
matter, of course, is one absolutely free
from party ; indeed, I believe the hon.
member for Forrest (Mr. O’'Loghlen) is
going to support me. The main difficulty
in connection with the matter has been
to got .a railway buit, in which connec-
tion I am informed several offers have
been made to the Government. Indeed,
I know that at Harvey a syndicate was
formed for the purpose. Mr. Driver, of
Millars’ Company, I understand, offered
to build the tramway reguired. For
reasons, however, which no doubt seem
adequate to the Government, such offers
have been laid aside for further inquiry.
I can quite understand the Government's
desire to build the line themseives. At
one time there was a proposal to build
a coastal railway from Bunbury to Fre-
mantle, and for my own part I believe
that railway will eventually be built,
The fact of such a railway being under
consideration may have had some effect
on this lime question. However, the
present state of the finances is a clear
indication that the Government cannot
spare the cash to build anything but what
they consider railways of the first mn-
portance, and they may not consider
this particular line of the first importance
although the residents of the district
know it to be such. I have been told
that recently an offer for the construction
of the railway was made to the Govern-
ment by Messrs Johnson & Newnham.
.Their offer was to build a line to Govern-
ment specification and under Govern.
ment . supervision. They were prepared
to let the Government keep an accurate
record of the cost of tho line, and,
further, they were prepared to let the
Government have the right to take over
the line at any time at such cost. I
put this point specially to Messrs. Johnson
& Newnham, ** If this thing costs you ten
thousand sovereigns, and you prove that
it costs you that amount, are you pre-
pared to accept ten thousand sovereigns
from the Government for it or do you
want anything on the top of it ?"

Mr. Willmott : What about interest ?

The .
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Mr. GEORGE: I did not mention
interest. The answer given to me was,
“Wea simply want from the Government,
if they take the line over, its nscertained
cost, which they ean check during con-
struction.”

Mr. O’Loghlen : Were there any con-
ditions regarding the lime deposit itself ?

Mr. GEORGE: 1 will come to that
directly. The Government can infurm
the House whether the proposition is as
I state, and also can inform the House of
their reasons for not accepting it. I
asked where Messrs. Johnson & Newnham
came in. The reply I have is that they
are after the lime. As I wnderstand, Mr.
Nowrcham has a property on Lake Clifton,
bu in addition to that he and Mr, Jchn.
son want a further concession. An ap-
plication has been put in by them for
an area of approximately 3,000 acres be.
yond what Mr. Newnham holds at the
present time, Some objections have
been raised to that ; what they are I do
not know. At any rate, to make the
matter clear 1o the House I say that these
people, if allowed to Dbuild the line,
oxpect to get their profit and reward
from having 3,000 acres conceded to
them, I suppose under proper royalty
conditions. They reckon that from the
lime they will get all they want, and the
Government can have the rest. It has
been said that the regulations do not
permit of the grant of 3,000 acres asked
for. As to that I do not know, but I
am told that at Lake Cowcowing an area
of 10,000 acres has been granted to some
person as & manure lease. Cypsum or
sulphate of lime exists in that district,
and the grantee of the 10,000 acres is
to work the deposit and let the people
in the district have the gypsum for use
on their land. The Minister will be able
to tell us why the area of 3,000 acres
cannot he granted to Messrs Johnson &
Newnham, and why the same conditions
cannat apply to Lake Clifton as apply to
Lake Cowecowing. It would perhaps
be a fair thing if some royalty were to
be paid to the Government in return for
the concession,

The Minister for Lands: TLet the
agriculturists have it in the reduced
price of lime.
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Mr. GEQRGE : But I was not think-
ing of a heavy royalty.

The Minister for Lauds : But whatever
it was ig,would be passed on to the price
of lime.

Mr. GEORCE :  However, some emall
royalty would not hurt the agriculturist,
who would be glad to get lime at a reason-
able price. I was told it could be profit-
ably put into trucks at s. per ton.

The Minister for Lands : I do not think
you will get it at less than 10s. at
Waroona.

Mr. GEORGE : Even so, lime would
be of such value to the agriculturist that
he could well afford to pay 10s. The
cost of burnt lime at Fremantle is some
35s. & ton on trucks.

Mr. Willmott : Four shillings & bag.

Mr. GEORUE: On top of that
there is the railage, another 7s. or 8s.
per ton, and it makes the price pro-
hibitive. It would almost pay to put
the money into superphosphates and
apply that to the land. Wo require
somothing we ean use in tons. When
I first started an orchard in the South-
West I put on about 40 tons of lime.
If I could afford it I would put on the
same quantity every second year, and
would put half & ton Lo the acre on the
clay londe every year. DBut in addition
to the prime cost of the lime and the
acdded freight, there is the heavy cost of
cartage to the orchard. T{ we can get
this lime from Lake Clifton at 103. or
oeven & little more at Waroona, we can
afford to uso it.

The Minister for Lands: You believe
the railway should go to Waroona ?

Mr., GEORCE: I understand that
Mr. Bath, when Minister for Lands, gave
it out that if the line was built at all
it would junction at Waroona, and I
am not desirous of starting a con-
troversy in regard to the route.

The Minister for Lands : TUndoubtedly
Waroons is the right spot for the junction.

Mr. GEORGE: The Harvey people
would profer that the railway should
run to their town, but they would
rather have it run to Waroona than
face the delay of a long drawn out
controversy as to the route. - They want
lime cheaply and quickly, and it should
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be possible to arrange for the building
of the necessary railway., We have
the lime there, notwilthslanding which
we are starving for lime.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [4-6]: I
have pleasure in seconding the motion.
For wyears I have seen the importance
of limé to orchardists and agriculturists,
especially in the wotter portions of the
State, and have consistently wrged the
opening up of our lime deposits. TUn.
fortunately, years have gone by and the
deposits aro stitll untouched. In Lake
Clifton we have a lime readily soluble
in water. JMany of our other limes
are caleido, of a hard rocky nature,
and require grinding before being
usad.  Another thing in eonnection with
Lake Clifton is that there are there
large quantities of clay which have
proved to be eminently suitable for the
manufacture of eement. We have no
cement works in the State to-day, yet
cement. is used in large quantities.
Indeed, members will agree that this
is the day of reinforced concrete. Here
then is an opportunity of establishing
coment works. I understand the gentle-
men asking for the concossion are
propared to spend £200,000 on these
lime works. However, I would remark
that there is no room in the State for
two cocment propositions. One would
be & success, but two would both be
failures. Lot o, in passing, assure
hon. members that T am not financially
interestod in this proposition. As the
mover of the motion has stated, the
gentlemon asking for the concession
are preparad to erect these works and
hand them over to the Government at
cost price. I understand that if the
Government do not take it up for four
or five years the Government will have
to pay cost price plus ordinary interest.
The agriculturist wants lime at once.
He does not want to be told he can get
it in four or five years' time. I asked
these gentlemen, °' If the Government
and TFarliament view this proposition
favourably, how long will it take you
to build the line, get out the deposit,
dry it, and have it ready for the trucks
and I was told that 12 months would
be a reasonable time. Of course they
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want the lease. The terms of the lease
are for Ministers to deal with. Another
point: The proposition will mean the
using of anything up to 600 tons of
Collie coal a month. Surely that will
appeal to this Chamber.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Why not use timber ?

Mr. WILLMOTY : There are special
reasons why coal must bo used. How.
ever, I am not going into technicalivies
now. We have the deposit there and
we have a <oinpany guaranteving to
spend £200,000 on the necessary works,
The proposi.oen will assist the Collie
coal indus.ry, and we have there a cluy
eminently suited for the manufacture
of cement. I say this proposiion de-
sorves the vory serious consideration of
the Chamber. Personally I am so
deeply interevsted in line for agricultural
purposes that I may possibly be biassed
in favour of this proposition. But
there are other hon. members who are
not vitully interested in supplying lime
to agriculuurisis.

The Minister for Works: There is a
company being formed down your way.

Mr. WILLMOTT : But that is calcide
lime, and I am out for soluble lime.
Weo have an absolutely ¢lean deposit at
Lake Clifton. The claims of the
Dongarra deposit may be urged, but that
deposic is vory far away. Here we have
a deposit at our doors, right where
it is most required. An offer like this
iz well worth consideration. If the
Government are not in a position to
build the line themselves, here are other
men with the monsy to do it. The
question to be decided is whether thuse
gentlemen should be given an exclusive
right to a certain acreage of country.
I take it that the rest of the question,
other than this, is so favourable to lhe
agriculturists, and by increasing the
productiveness of tho soil so fuvourable
to thy State as a whole, that there can be
no doubt as to the edvisubility of fur-
thering this schemae.

Mr. Burrison: Would the company
manufacture Portlind conment, &5 wall
as produce lime ?

Mr. WILLMQTT : Portland coment
is the thing that the c¢ompany is going
to manufacture. We have urged this

[ASSEMBLY.]

proposal for the development of these
lime deposite for years past. This is
such an excellont opportunity for carry-
ing out this object that I am sufb it must
bs viewed favourably by every hon.
member of this Chamber, I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN (Forrest) [4:16]:
In the absence of any definite detail,
which is necessary when urging any
proposition before this Chamber, we
ara nnot in & position to-day, snd I venture
to say that we will not be in a position
when the Minister has spoken, to deo
justice to the enormous asset which we
have in this portion of the South-West
of the State. The member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. Cieorge introduced the
motion in a fairly comprehensive way.
He sesmed to treat the question as par-

‘ticularly urgent, but I had hoped that

some weeks ago he would have brought
it under the notice of the House.

Mr. George : I did not get the chance.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : The hon. member
had the chance of holding up the Govern-
ment upon the Address-in-Reply and upon
the no-confidence debate, during which
he tolked for hours at a stretch. I
often wondered why, during this long
period when he proved himself so gar-
ralous, he could not have devoted some
little attention to so important an
indnstry in his own electorate as that
connected with lime deposits. 1ut better
late than never. The hon. member has
brought under the notice of this Chamber
the necessity ior developing the lime
deposits at Lake Clifton at the earliest
possible moment, and by the most
economical methods available. These
deposits have been proved to exist in
valuable quantities at Lake Cliiton.
The leader oi the Country party has also
supported the case, but owing to the
lack of detail we are not in a position to
strike a cornparison between the cost of
the production of lime at Lake Ciifton
and the cost of production ol a similar
commodity in other parts of the State.

Mr. Harrison: Have you any idea
of the percentages ?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : I think it is &
matter of six points difference between
the Dongarra percentage and the Lake
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Clifton percentage. We have no analysis

to guide us.
Mr. Willmott: The perceitage is 82.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I Lelieve th.t

Dongarra deposits have soniehere le-
twee 88 a1d 90 per ce it of lime.

The Minister for Laids: No; Taki.g
an average, L think it would te 86.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: The margin is
very small indeed. In the putting for.
ward of the claim, which the hon. memnber
for Murray-Waelli.ygton hs put forward,
the claim for consideration of these de-
posits at the haids of the Mi ister a .d
Cabisist, and to at once make them
available to the settlers of this couutry,
it should, I thiuk, hzve Lec.: necessury
first of all to arrive at the diilere ce
between the cost to the settler of this
porticular commodity sud the cost of
the commodity from other sources.
Personally, T am absolutely of opti.ion
that the deposits at Lake Clifton can
be given to the settilers of the South-West
at a cheaper rate than can the deposits
at Dongarra be given to them. I must
admit that I was very greatly swrprised
on paying a visit to the deposits st
Dongarra at being told- by the experts
there that the sand hills contain such
a high perceatage of lime and that these
deposits could be scooped out from the
sides of the h'lls and placed on trucks
at very small cost. The manager of the
Midland Railway Company also told us
that he could land that lime at Midiand
Junctien at a cost of 10s. & ton. Even
sllowing that his estimate is correct,
and that it is rather a small freightage
from Dongarra to Midland Junction,
I still think that when all the elements
of the case are taken into consideration
thh Lake Clifton deposits can be given
to the settlers of the South-\West at an
aven smaller cost.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And to the
gottlers of the - Great Southern.

AMer O'LOGHLEXN: TUnfortunately it
is not possible to be definite on the point.
We have no definite scheme laid before
us, such as we would have if a Bill for
the construction of a railway {rom
Warocona to Lake Clifton had been
introduced by the Minister for Works.
1i & Bill had been brought down for the

construction of a liie between these
poi..ts the AMi.ister w.ud have booa
ar +ed “ith all details a--..i1 . le regarding
the deelapno.t of the cowtry, the
e, tities of  linne . .¢ and all
s, reautic L b resord to thae
G Lesti

Mr. Willinutt : The wtpu. is estiznated
at 2,000 casks of ve .e.t.

Mr, OLYIHLEN: Th: is a new
pr pusition i.troduced it the debate
whirh cix1 nd  stre gthe . the case. 1If
tho du elsp ceat of thess dep.sits is
g ity ietheines s f the ing uficture
of qua .ities of ceizet fur this Stote,
the Gover.ivet sh.uld hye no hesito.
tim iv makiiyr every effort to get this
lrusi ess wuder war. T am not very
pertial to privatelv emtrolled railwavs,
a.d have alers held the epi.ion that in
the mat er of pulic ntilities the people
slone should coutrul them. If the Gov-
ernume .t were to azree to any private
firm or private idividual buildirg this
line with a ri;ht of contrsl for a given
number oi years, not only would this
proposition be claiming the atte:.tion of
Parliame 1t, but there would ke similar
propositions such as thet of Mr, Hedges to
construct a tramway in his particular
disirict, and there wou'd probally be
similar propositions from the Midland
Railway Company, and other people.
We would have such requesis coming in
from all parts of the State from poeple
who are prepared to put their money into
ihe venture, and who would require autho-
rity to control the diTerent privately
owned spur railways.

Mr. George: What would that matter
if the country was going to be served
as o result of this ?

Me. ’LOGHLEXN : It would be a
departure from the public policy which
the people would not sanction without
very grave consideration.

Mr. Willmott : They eould put up the
money and .accept bonds from the
Government.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : Ii the hon. mem-
ber could put forward a proposition like
that I bolieve the Minister would readily
accept it. If those people are prepared
to put up £200,000 and so advance to
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the Government the money necessary
for the construction of the line. I think
the proposal would receive very earnest
consideration at the hands of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Griffiths : What about the Emu
Hill railway ?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN : Irobably if the
people  concerned in  that route
were preparcd to advance the money
to the Government there would be very
little difficulty in the matter.

Mr. E. B. Johnston : Over an approved
route.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That would be a
question for the engineers, to decide.
In this particular case there is no quarrel
in respect to the route. I bolieve, in
regard to the opening up of lime de-
posits, that if these people were prepared
to advance the money thers would be no
difficulty in the way of the proposal being
carried through. Let the Government
build the line, if they will advance the
money, and operate it. Then comes in
the question of the 3,000 acres additional
concession. I am not worrying about
that, o long as the intercats of the
State are amply safeguarded, that is to
say, the interca's of the people who
are most concerned in the use of lime.
If the necessary safeguards are provided
for, I do not think there would be any
great difficulty in sllowing them to
operato the deposits to the best advantage
of the State as s whole. There is an
urgent demand for lime in the South-
West. Waroona is soma 15 miles from
the lime deposits, and the country in
that vicinity could readily be developed
with the assistance of lime. Thore was
that ill-fated oxperiment at Iimmel,
where some 15 yesrs ago the Govern-
ment started a Stete farm and went in
for closer settlement, and whers prior to
that date people were induced to settle
from the othor side of the world. Some
of those people have succocded, but
many of them have long since failed and
left the land. I believe that, boiled
down, the whole cause of failure in the
wet districts of the South-West was
owing to the [act that there is not a
gufficiency of lime in the sail.

- districts of the Great Southern.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. George: Therc is so great a
deficiency that stock holders are obliged
to remove their stock.

Mr. LOGHLEN : The settlers have
had to shift their stock during the
winter months to the limestone hills
where pastures aro obtainable. Wo have
an ample rainiall in the district and the
finest climate in Western Australia. We
have patches of land down there which
are prolific enough without anything
in the way of lime being put upon them,
but these patches are few and far be-
twaen. The Harvey district can be
termed one of the finest and one of the
most productive districts in Woestern
Australia, but it is only a narrow sirip
of country and fringed by large arens
of poorar soils which if given a decent
supply of lime would be able to grow
almost anything in the future. The
sottlers around these districts are cer-
tainly anxious that something should be
done in the direstion of providing lime.
Not only would these lime deposits prove
of value to the people of the South-West,
but also of value to the people in the wet
Some-
thing might be dons towards malking
this lime svailable at the earliest possible
moment. I hope the Minister will be
able to give the House more detail, but I
venture to say he will not be able to put
forward yet details which should be in the
possession of members. In the first
place, can this proposal compete with
the deposits around Dongarra ? 1 ad-
mit that I was astonished when 1 was
shown the sand hills at Dongarra and
told that they contained such a large
quantity of lime, end when I saw how
easily the lime could be shovelled into
truclks. I believe, indoed, that lime
could be loaded on to trucks at an
infinitesimal cost. I also admit that the
Donwarra proposition should prove one
of the most econor ieal propositions
ever subiitted to fhy Govore a2,

Mr. Guorme: It would cost about
1s. & vard to move it.

AMr. O'LOGHLEXN: It is only a
guestion of scooping it out of the side
of the hills and running it into the
trucks, snd, taking it all round, I think
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it is one of the most remarkable pro.
positions I have ever looked into. When
I first saw the Dongarra deposits 1 came
to the conclugion that the deposits at
Lake Clifton could not possibly compete
with them, but allowing that Mr. Stead’s
estimate of 10s. a ton freight to Midland
Junction is correct and ellowing for the
additional freight slong the South-West
line, I believe that Lake Clifton will be
able to compete with the Dongarra
deposits without any trouble in supply-
ing lime to the South-West and to the
Great Southern. I think there will be
ample demand for the working of the
Lake Clifton deposits and that if the
Government were to take on tho pro-
position of building a railway, providing
the people concerned would advence the
money, they would be able to build it
very economically. There is ample
timber available growing close to the
route of the line and slecpers could be
procurad at & cheap rate, and there would
be no engineering difficulties in the way
of construction. Tt would not be neces-
sary to build & standard line, but merely
ons which would be capable of shiffing
the lime as quickly as possible.

Mr. George : There is splendid potate
land down there.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN : The line would
not be more than 12 or 14 miles in
length. By the opening up of the Lake
Clifton lime deposits it would be possible
to practically connect the coast with the
South-West railway system. Hon. mem-
bers will recollect the proposnl to con-
struct a parallel line from Picton right
through to Rockingham, and they will
also recollect that the man who advocated

that proposal, when election time
came on, found himseli at the bottom
of ihe poll. This indicates that

the proposal did not meet with the
wishes of the people in the vicinity.
In addition to opening up the lime
deposits at Lake Clifton, there is also
a fairly good forest of tuart down there
and this, too, would be opened up by
the construction of the line. There
will be a great demand in the near
future for tuart. No one except the
member for Murray - Wollington can
accurately describe what the condition
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of the industrics will be two or three
years hence, but if there is the revival
in the timber trade which we have
every reason to expect— and it is only
natural to assume that whon hostilities
are ended, a revival will tako placo—
this timber will be required for building
operations all over the waorld. It is
coming into demand every day for
lacal requiremonts and it is & timber
which is betoming very scarco in this
State. Fortunately, howover, we have
a fairly good patch of it in ¢lose prox-
imity to the Lake Clifton lime deposila.
If private people had the opportunity
of taking up that tuart country, there
would be no ditticulty in finding privute
enterprise capable, and willing, to put
down a line into the forest.

Mr. Ceorge: There are about 3,000
acras of splendid tuart there.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: Ewven if therc
were only 1,000 acres it would be o
splendid proposilion, but I awmn only
putting that forward as an additional
argament why this line should be built.
I realise the existing difficaltics. I am
opposed to private companics or firms
operating public utilities. I huve resson
to oppose them. I admit that we could
havo safeguards to tho effect that they
must carry passengers and poods at
certzin rates, but it is so casy to get
away ifrom those regulations and I hove
had quite a surfeit of trouble in regard
to private railways, There arys no
fewer than 12 or 15 private spur lines in
my electorute operated by tiniber com-
panies, and they have the right to
charge what thoy like without taking
any responsibiliéy, and in samo ceses
they charge tho highest possible frcights.
I admit .there should be means of over-
coming those difficulties. I did in-
troduce a Bill, the object of which was to
try and compel these private companics
to carry goods and pessengers at (lov-
crnment rates.  That measuro had prec-
tically the unanimous support of this
House but when it went i¢ another
place the chairman of directors of the
timber combine, who has a se.t in
that House, movud that the Bill
be read that day six meonths, and
the members of that Chamber would not
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even give it & second reading. When

treatment like that is meted out to a
proposition which was lauded by the
member for Northam as being a fair and
equitable one, it makes me absolutely
opposed to giving concessions in the
way of private railways in the future,
no matter what safeguards might be put
into the agreements. I am against
companies or private people controlling
public utilities. If the gentlemen who
are interested in this lime deposit are
prepared to give their money to the
Government at & fair rate of interest to
pormit of _the building of that line, I
venturg to say that a scheme could be
produced which would bo sstisfactory
to all concerned, and it would be a
scheme which would receive the on-
dorsement not only of the Governunent
but of Parlisment. I hope that this
is not merely a pious discussion this
afternoon : it shonld be somelhing more
than an opinion expressed by this Fouse.
It has been demonstrated that we
possess down there in very large quan-
tities & commodity which it is so essential
should be utilised, but I roeelise the
difficultics which are facing the Govern-
ment, and that is why I think, if t(he
people to whom I have just referrcd,
who are said to have a capital of £200,000
for the purpese of developing the lime
deposits and establishing a cement
industry, eould he induced to advance
to the Government sufficient money to
build this line, the trouble which is
facing the Covernment might be over-
come. In supporting the motion 1
want to comunend it to the Minister
frain the points of view that it is an
urgent necessity to give the settlers in
the South-West, who have struggled thers
for many ycars, the advaniage of the
use of the lime from Lake Clifton. I am
not e¢laiming that the South-West is a
garden of Eden, but I do claim that
they have there a sure rainfall, a soil
which in soime parts is prolific enough
to grow anxthing, a climate which is
all that can be dusired, and {he froedom
from the danger of periodical droughts
which arc likaly to bo expericnved in the
wheat arcas. It is an eyesore to travel
in the train from Perth to Bunbury and
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go through scores of miles of land which
seoms incapable of growing anything,
but which, if the knowledge of the
chemist were put to use, could be made
capable of growing a good deal. I admit
that out of the indigenous growth of the
blackboy and the zamia palm certain
people are obtaining good results, but
the blackboy there is hardly the type
to operate on. Then, if the land will
grow blackboy ol & sort it can, with the
aid of a commercial forece, be madepro-
ductive, and when we have made it
preductive we shall have done something
to advance the interests of Western Aus-
tralia. For scores of miles the land
is worth not a tinker’s curse, to put it
that way, yet experiments show that a
liberal application of lime to this soil
will make it produce a great many
different commodities which are in
general demand in Western Australia.
The Premier, a little while ago, asked
by way of interjection where the money
was to come from for the building of
this railway. ’

Mr. Willmott: Those people will
guaranteo the money and let the Govern-
ment build the line.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : If that is the case
something might result. I regret that
the member for Murray-Wellington did
not bring the matter forward before the
dying days ol the session, because those
members who are interested in the line
and in the development of the South-
West might have been given the oppor-
tunity of putting forward an alternative
proposition. That opportunity might
not be given now owing to the fact that
Parliament will shortly adjourn.

Mr. Ceorge : T understood the Govern.
ment were considering the matter.

Mr. OLOGHLEN : Every matter that
is brought under the notice of the Govern-
ment is being considered and it is & ques-
tion of degres as to how long that con-
sideration takes. I am urging, with the
hon. moembor, that the matter should be
attended to immediately, and I really
believe that a lasting benefit - will be
conferred on the settlers in the South-
West. In many respects the soil is sour
and it lacks this commedity, the lime
to make it productive, and the people
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who are on that class of land have to
leave it to seek work elscwhere for three
or four months of the year. I trust that
the Treasurer and the Minister {for Lands,
in their collective wisdom—some people
say they have not got it, but I think
they have—will be able to put up some
scheme whereby they can finance this
railway. Once the railway is built the
lime deposits will prove themselves. I
believe people interested in placing the
lime on the market will guickly demon-
strate, a3 far as the South-West and
Great’ Southern lines are concerned,
that the Lake Clifton lime deposits are
the deposits which shoull he developed,
and if these deposits lead to the manu-
facture of cement and also to the opening
up of the tuart forest, I venture to say
the Covernment will not be teking a
false step in giving the necessary Iacilities
to extend the line through to the coast.
I admit that we who have spoken have
done so in general terms because of the
absence of data, and our inabili.y, in
consequence, to demonstrate the great
importance for the construction of this
railway to other members, to members
who may be inclined to oppose its con-
struction with money subscribed by
people who may be privately interested.
I only wish to say, in conclusion, .that
this is & very urgent request, and not only
is the railway urgently needed, but 1
believe it will prove payable from the
very beginning. For that reason I have
much pleasure in supporting the motion.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [4-45]: As
ono of those members who inspected the
Dongarra lime deposits, I was astounded
at their immensity., We were standing on
lime deposits when we thought we were
standing on sandhills, 1 was reminded
of the Lake Cliiton deposits, because it
was contended that this lime could easily
be supplied to settlers in the South-West,
and from an outsider’s point of view [
could not see how the Dongarra lime
could be made available to the settlers
in the South-West. Both deposits will
be able to fill a want in their respective
districts. If it is only a matter of Don-
garra supplying its own hinterland with
lime, there will be plenty for Dongarra
to do without sending it to the South-

Woest. Some years ago I went to the
Leeuwin and wos astounded to hear a
general complaint of inability to get
fime and yet hme deposits were shown
by the plans to exist in many parts. At
Balingup some time ago there was a
meeting at which the member for Nelson
{Mr. Willmott) was asked to exert his
efforts to get the lime deposibs made
available to the settlers. He promised
to do what he could. Several prominent
fruitgrowers pointed out that it was
impossible to get suflicient lime to use
it in the proper quantities. When the
member for Nelson gave the meeting his
assurance to do his utmost to bring the
wants of that country before the Govern-
ment, his aunouncement was received
with great enthusiasm.

The Minister for Works :- Did not they
want the State to start in the lime trade ?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I no not know.
The settlers wanted the lime. The
matter is one of great urgency to them,
Coming irom the wheat belt where lirne
does not enter into our caleulations,
it was & revelation to me to hear such
urgency attached to the matter. "There-
fore, I thought that to-dsy the remarks
of one not interested in the South-West
would be of vaiue as demonstrating the
need for lime being made availuble in
the South.West.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson— Guildford) [4-48]: 1t
I+ not necessary to go into the question
whether the deposit at Lake Clifton is
valuable or not. Tt has already been
investigated by departmental officers and
its value as manure is already established.
Apart from that, we now have the value
of the deposit recognised by private
individuals, When the deposit was first
discovered by Mr. Newnham, he made an
application to the Government for the
right to construct a tramline to develop
the deposit, but my predecessor, Mr.
Bath, was not in favour of it as the
Government, generally speaking, are not
favourable to granting concessions of
th s deseription to private individuals.
He refused the rerjuest, but on the dis-
tinet understanding that the matter
would be investigated and the deposit
developed by the Government. There-
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fore Mr. Bath hed investigations made
and, if my memory serves me aright,
the actual survey was made for a line
o conne.t the Lake Cluton deposit
with Waroona, and in the Loan Bill
provision was made to raise money for
the construct on of that line, While we
were justified in anticipating at that time
that sufficient capital would be available
for the development of this deposit, the
turn of events has made it impossible
for the Govermment to hold out any
hope of being able to expend money on
this deposit within & reasonable time.
After waiting some time for the Govern.
ment t0 muke » move, Mr, Newnham made
further representations and it is truo,
as the member for Murray-Waellington
(Mr. George) has pointed out, that he has
associated with him now, men who are
in & position to put up a definite pro-
position, thut if the Government will
grant them an eres of land on which the
lime is to be fvund and give them the
right to comnect the deposit with the
existing railways, they are prepared to
go on wich the scheme. There is no
difficulty in granting a lease for the pur-
pose of utilising the lime. We have
many precedeats in the Lands Depart-
ment, huaving granted concussions on dis-
tinct understaundings as to the employ-
meut of lnbour and the price to be churged
for the ecommuodities produced. Take
the concession granted wt Lake Cowcow-
ing to work the gypsum deposits. That
was grauted under the Land Act and
the sume thing cau be don: in con-
nection with this lime deposit. But we
have to recoguise that the lime deposit
is ruvmoved some considerable distance
from existing railways and, although we
might grunt the lease to work the lime,
that would be insufficient without makiug
provision for railway communicstion or
for the Govoernment themselves to build
8 line There are objections to the
granting of a private concession for the
building of railways, but this is a some-
what difficult proposition. While I am
not in & position to say what view the
Goverument will take, it 15 true we have
& definite offer, without giving a great
smount of detail, a general offer, I might
term it, that the compeny are prepared
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to build & line to work the lime deposits
and supply the lime to agriculturists
8t & price to be agreed upon between the
CGovernment and the company, and the
company propose to utilise the lime to
menufacture cement. It has been stated
it would be objectionable to grant this
concession, and I admit there are argu.
ments against the adoption of this course,
but there are very strong objections to
the Government building a railway to
enasble s private company to establish
an industry. It would be all right if we
could develop the country through which
the railwey passed, but if we are to put
Government capital, as it were, into a
concern to enable a private company to
make profit out of the wundertaking,
there would be objections to it. Which-
ever way we look at the matter it requiies
careful investigation.

Mr. Heitmann : Every line built in
this Stute is to enable private individuals
to develop industries.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : That
is where railways are built for the purpoese
of helping & comumunity, but in this case
wa would be building a line for one com-
pany.

Mr. Gleorge : But the lime would help
a tremendous lot of people.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr.
Hedges's proposed ruilway is intended
not to help himseil alone, but the agri-
culturists in the patch of country through
which it would pass. There are argu-
ments against this. It might be urged
that we should not grant s concession to
one individual to assist other individuals,
but that the Governmert should provide
the facilities so that each settler would
receive fair cousiderstion, When we
come to the proposition of the Govern-
ment building a line for one company,
there are objections to it.

Mr: Heitmana: The object is essenti-
ally to provide lime. Whether one
individual or a dozen individusals are
supplying it, does not matter.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
want to allow the company to develop
this proposition and to do the whole
thing. we to see that the lime is made
available at Waroone at a price which will
enable the agriculturists to use it in



[23 Noveamser, 1915.]

large quantities. The company have
made representations to the Government.
The papers are on my table, but Cabinet
has been very busy with other questions,
and it has been impossible to give con-
sideration to this and similar questions
concerning which representations are
being made to us. We have the question
of the development of the Dongarra lime
deposits and private individuals are
making private representations concern-
ing them. Then there are deposits at
Capel and representations have been
mude with Tegard to them. I think the
most centrally situated deposit of lime
of equal value is to be found at Lake
Clifton, and in my opinion the line could
be built to Waroona and the lime made
available to the settlers in the South-
West more cheaply than the lime from
Dongarra. The only matter on which
T can give any definite information is that
the Government have received this offer.
As Minister for Agriculture, it will be my
responsibility td submit to Cabinet a
proposition for Cabinet’s consideration
and, if Cabinet are prepared to consider
it and the company will guarantee to
supply the lime to the agriculturists at a
reasonable rate, and the Government
are able to protect the interests of the
State in connection with the cons ruction
of the railway, I think we should be
justified in submitting such proposals
to this House. While I am prepared to
say the matter will be submitted to
Cabinet for eonsideration, I think I can
go so far as to say that Cabinet would not
be justified in coming to & final conelusion
other than having an agreement prepared
which would be ultimately endorsed by
Parliament.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That is definite.
A coneession would not be granted with-
out being endorsed by Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Iam
pretty certain it would not, and I
think I am justified in saying, on behalf
of the Government, that any arrange-
ments made will be subject to Parliament-
ary approval. I agree with all that
has been said regarding the necessity
for an abundant supply of lime for the
South-West. We are not making the
progress with the development of that
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part of the State which we desire.
Every weck tens of thonsands of pounds
warth of dairy produce comes into
Western  Australia from the Eastern
States which could be produced in
Western Australia if we only got a move
on with the development of the South-
West. It is a reflection on the land
of this country to see these consign-
ments of dairy produce ¢oming into
this State. We are inviting people to
come to Western Australia and giving
out that we have abundance of land
of high quality, and side by side we are
giving out to the world that we cannot
produce in Western Australia sufficient
to feed 300,000 people.

Mr. George: And that they must
bring their own butter with them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Any-
one who looks at the matter seriously
must reeslise that somuthing should be
done, and in discussing the matter with
the experts we always get back to the
one position, that for obtaining products
from the soil we must have an abund-
ance of lime. Realising that the Govern-
ment must go on with this proposition
or some similar one to make lime
available.

Mr. Heitmann : We have been asking
for years for this lime, how much longer
are we to wait 7

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
have arrived at a stage now when we
have got & definite proposition before
us, and I have the matter ready to
submit to Cabinst, and when Cabinet has
dealt with it it will be possible for us
to get & definite agreement arranged
between the company and oursslves, so
that the company will know what we
have to recommend to Parliament.
Generally speaking, I want to see Lake
Clifton developed. I would not like
to see the motion passed as it ia worded,
because it would place a limitation on
the Government. Knowing that the
principle has the approval of the Govern-
ment, I hope the hon. member will
withdraw the motion, and I guarantee,
on behalf of the Government, that the
promise given will be fulfilled, because
I have already consulted the Premier
to-night. ~ The company are anxious to
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go on with this work. I know it is
more frem a ¢ement point of view than
from a lime point of view, but as the
Government want to see lime supplied
to the agriculturists at the cheapest
_possible rate and at the earliest possible
moment, I think members can leave
the matter with the Government.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington—
in reply) [5:3]: The discussion has
been more favourable than I expected.

The Minister for Works: 'There are
other people who want to manufacture
cerment.

Mr. .GEORGE: The Minister for
Works was not here when I made me
first remarks or he would not have made
his present interjection. 1 asked the
Government to investigate the matter,
and use their diseretion. I do not know
the parties interested ; I simply know
Mr. Newnham, but I do not know Mr.
Johnson.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The matter ought to
be gone on with at once.

Mr. GEORGE: Ii the member for
"Forrest had had my experience in
matters of this kind, and if he wished
to escape from attacks as to interested
motives, he would have as little to
do with private promoters as possible.
After listening &0 the speech of the
Minister for Lands and taking his speech
to really mean an undertaking that the
Government would go into the matter
&t once, and that they recognise that the
sonse of the House is favourable to the
proposition, and that they will have a
definite proposition, with the idos that it
will be square and suitable for Western
Australia, and that this proposition will
be placed before Parliament before any
action is teken, I am satisfied, and I am
sure my constituents will be.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Toes this mean 12
mont’hs deley ?

Mr. GEORGE: It may mean a
little delay ; but I do not think it un-
reasonable when the Government have
got to the point that they can grip the
matter, and it ig only a few months
befora Parlisment will meet again.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I would like to eee
something done now.

[COUNCIL.)

Mr. GEORGE: 8o would I, but I
do not think it would he right to force
this matter, sceing that the session ¢annot
last more than a few days now. T should
be sorry to forece the Government to
jump into a proposition of this sort,
and in six or eight months' time come
to the House incensed with the idea
that they hed not gone properly into
the matter. 1 am prepared to give them
all the time which is reasonable to
investigate it. Accepting tho speech of
the Minister for Lands as an indication
that he will recommend the matter
to the Government, and believing the
sense of the House is with me, I ask
leave to withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

House adjourned at §-7 p.m.

Legistative Council,
Wednesday, 24th November, 1915.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. J. CORNELL
leave of absence for six consecutive
sittings granted to Ion. J. W. Kirwan
on the ground of urgent private business,

On miotion by Hon. R. G. ARDAGH,
leave of absence for the remainder of the
session granted to Hon. R. D. McKenzie
on the ground that he has proceeded to
England to give his services in the de-
fence of the Empire.



